Sermon Outline					December 18, 2011

COME TO BETHLEHEM AND SEE

As we get ready for Christmas most of us (if not all of us) will take a trip or two to the city to get the things we need.  Our frequent trips to the city are part of a larger trend that’s been going on all over the world for the past one hundred years.  We are drawn to the city because it promises to provide the things that satisfy our appetites; it promises to provide human contact, friendship and fellowship; it promises to provide help and hope.

The call of the city is inevitable.  But, as we rush toward Christmas, let’s be sure to pay attention to another call, a call in the opposite direction, away from the city and the crowded places.  When we heed this call, we will find God’s answer to our deepest hunger, God’s response to our loneliness, God’s solution to our deepest need.   We repeat this call every year when we sing,

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ, the Lord, the newborn king
 Come adore on bended knee
Him whose birth the angels sing.

The little town of Bethlehem might create all kinds of images in our minds.  Whatever they might be, this Christmas replace them with three biblical images: a loaf of bread, a royal crown and a servant’s towel.

Bethlehem, House of Bread

Bethlehem is the House of Bread.  Throughout history, it has provided physical bread for people living in that area of the world.  Two thousand years ago, it provided spiritual bread for you and me.  Jesus Christ is the Bread of Life (John 6:35).  When we feed on his words of truth and grace, we receive divine direction and purpose, God’s forgiveness and acceptance; we receive eternal life.

While everyone rushes to the city and its shopping malls to meet their needs, the little town of Bethlehem calls us in the opposite direction.  It calls us out of the city and away from the shopping malls; it calls us to Jesus, the Bread of Life.  

[image: ]Bethlehem, House of David

Bethlehem is the birthplace of the king.  More than 3000 years ago, David, the greatest king Israel ever had, was born there.  Just over 2000 years ago, Jesus, the son of David and the greatest king who ever walked the earth, was born there.

While everyone rushes to crowded places to find friendship and fellowship, the little town of Bethlehem calls us in the opposite direction.  It calls us away from the crowd; it calls us away from social networks and sometimes shallow relationships; it calls us away from Facebook; and it calls us to Jesus, the key to God’s kingdom, the door to God’s family, the path to God’s acceptance, the way to the Father’s love.

Bethlehem, House of Humility
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At no point in its history did Bethlehem amount to much.  It has always existed in the shadow of the big city.  It was there to serve the crowd, just like Jesus.

While the world clamours to high places in order to find help and hope, Bethlehem calls us in the opposite direction.  It tells us not to expect real help from the high and the mighty, but from the one who made himself nothing.  If we want real hope, it tells us not to bother raising our fists and our voices in the street, but to bend our knees before the King of kings.
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